
The state’s new water year began October 1, and with it
came fresh concerns about a fourth year of extreme
drought. The three-year period from 2020 to 2022 is
now the driest on record going back to 1896.
Despite some rain and mountain snowfall in early
November and early December, long-range forecasting
suggests warmer and drier-than-average conditions will
persist.
Right now, California’s snowpack is 171 percent of
normal for this date (Dec. 7). But, for every day it does
not snow, that number will tick down. As we saw last
winter, we had a great December and ended 2021 with
157 percent of average snow for that time of year. But it
disappeared following the driest January, February and
March on record.
To replace and replenish the water that thirstier soils,
vegetation, and the atmosphere will consume under
hotter and drier conditions, Governor Newsom in August
released “California’s Water Supply Strategy, Adapting to
a Hotter, Drier Future” with actions to recycle, de-salt
and conserve more water and expand water storage
capacity. 
All of California’s 58 counties are under a drought
emergency proclamation. Californians are being asked
to reduce their water use by 15 percent over 2020 levels
to protect water reserves and help maintain critical
flows for fish and wildlife wherever possible. 
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Current ConditionsCurrent ConditionsCurrent Conditions

As of December 5, the state’s voluntary household dry well reporting system received reports of 44 dry
wells in the past 30 days. 

https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Water-Resilience/CA-Water-Supply-Strategy.pdf
https://drought.ca.gov/
https://www.saveourwater.com/
https://mydrywell.water.ca.gov/report/
https://mydrywell.water.ca.gov/report/


Initial State Water Project allocation (Dec. 1): DWR announced an initial 
State Water Project (SWP) allocation of 5 percent of requested supplies for 
2023. The SWP provides water to 29 public water agencies that serve 27 million 
Californians. This is the first of several DWR announcements about how much 
water it expects to be able to deliver in the coming year. The initial allocation is periodically
adjusted through the winter and spring based on precipitation and reservoir storage.

Multi-benefit ecosystem restoration and protection projects (Nov. 30): The 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) announced the availability of 
more than $200 million for multi-benefit ecosystem restoration projects to 
protect critical habitat and watersheds statewide and also support key 
initiatives including California’s 30x30 initiative, nature-based solutions, and increasing the pace and
scale of restoration through permitting efficiencies. The new funding includes $100 million for
protecting salmon in this drought emergency, $20 million of which will be dedicated to Klamath River
watershed projects that involve tribal and landowner collaboration. Another $54 million is available
for wetlands and mountain meadow restoration projects, $42 million for wildlife corridors, and up to
$35 million for projects addressing urgent water and habitat conditions due to climate change.

Update on urban water savings (Dec. 6): Californians are turning a corner 
with water conservation. The State Water Board reported this week that urban 
statewide water use in October 2022 dropped 12.5% compared to October 
2020. In fact, all hydrologic regions in the state saw water use drop compared 
to 2020. More info here: https://bit.ly/2EFW8PK.

Completion of salinity barrier removal (Nov. 30): DWR completed work to remove a temporary
rock salinity barrier installed across West False River in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. In late
October, DWR began construction to remove the emergency drought salinity barrier, fulfilling the
emergency project’s permit requirements. Since its construction in June 2021, the barrier has
helped to slow the movement of saltwater into the central and south Delta and prevent
contamination of water supplies for Delta agriculture, the environment, and fresh water supplies
for millions of Californians.

Recent Events and State Actions

State water leaders and Save Our Water at ACWA conference (Nov. 29 – 
Dec. 1): At the 2022 Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) fall 
conference in Indian Wells, leadership and staff from the State Water Board, 
DWR, and CNRA participated on panels addressing the Safe and Affordable 
Drinking Water Fund and the Water Supply Strategy, among other topics. The Save Our Water team
also hosted a booth sharing the Save Our Water website toolkit and introduced the Go Golden
program, DWR's new financial assistance and resources program that will help California
communities prepare for a hotter and drier future. ACWA represents more than 460 public agency
members who are collectively responsible for 90 percent of the water delivered to cities, farms, and
businesses in California.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2EFW8PK&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc50831021e0843009bcd08dad7da74af%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638059630521143550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fWNfF5SFsErLJM4cTrPI68FiTXpwtOCfTP0F21UEv1o%3D&reserved=0


Curtailment adjustments (ongoing): The State Water Board continues to 
monitor six critical watersheds where conditions may threaten water supplies. 
Due to precipitation in late November and early December, nearly all 
curtailments have been lifted in the Delta watershed and Shasta River 
watershed. All curtailments have been lifted in the Russian River watershed through December 31.
Curtailments remain in effect in the Scott River watershed. Board staff will continue to adjust
curtailment orders as conditions change. Water rights holders should closely monitor their email
and the watershed drought webpages for curtailment updates.  

Recent Events and State Actions

Tribal / Local Actions

Tribal governments: Tribal emergency drought proclamations as reported by Cal OES to date:
Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians, Karuk Tribe, Resighini Rancheria, Tule River Indian
Tribe, Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, Yurok Tribe, Wiyot Tribe. 

Local government: Local emergency drought proclamations as reported by Cal OES to date:
Butte, Colusa, Fresno, Glenn, Humboldt, Lake, Madera, Marin, Mendocino, Modoc, Napa, Nevada,
San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Siskiyou, Sonoma, Tulare, Tuolumne,
Yolo.

Upcoming Decisions / Milestones

Readoption of prohibitions on wasteful water use practices: On Dec. 7, the State Water Board will
consider readopting the 2022 emergency regulations that prohibit certain wasteful water use practices
and encourage Californians to monitor their use more closely. The regulation addresses the need for
immediate action to ensure suppliers and customers are taking sufficient actions to conserve and
preserve the state’s supply. Wasteful practices include irrigating ornamental landscapes when it’s
raining, using potable water to clean hard surfaces or driveways, and displaying ornamental fountains.
The regulation will expire automatically on Jan. 18, 2023 if not readopted.

State and local officials encourage residential lawn replacement program: On Dec. 8, Save Our
Water will join leaders in Fresno to highlight available local resources to encourage Central Valley
residents to transform their yards with water-wise landscaping. California State Water Resources
Control Board Member DeeDee D’Adamo, City of Fresno Mayor Jerry Dyer and others will gather at a
local residence to spotlight how one family took advantage of the City of Fresno’s Lawn to Garden
rebate program to cut their water use in half since 2017. The goal is to encourage other Californians to
take similar water-savings actions to help mitigate extreme and highlight local initiatives and resources.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwaterboards.ca.gov%2Fdrought%2Fdelta%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8f34b722d25a4e43a73f08dad7ba0db4%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638059491671828986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uzb%2FPlszVdZNXmHEuGB1TQRH6nfKBh4%2BYOU8pmNhEus%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterboards.ca.gov%2Fdrought%2Fscott_shasta_rivers%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8f34b722d25a4e43a73f08dad7ba0db4%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638059491671985224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wvmuv9jdtoF9jhcBuRq%2FTagc%2BZOatYqw%2BDzk%2FbPY2U8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterboards.ca.gov%2Fdrought%2Fscott_shasta_rivers%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8f34b722d25a4e43a73f08dad7ba0db4%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638059491671985224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wvmuv9jdtoF9jhcBuRq%2FTagc%2BZOatYqw%2BDzk%2FbPY2U8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterboards.ca.gov%2Fdrought%2Fscott_shasta_rivers%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8f34b722d25a4e43a73f08dad7ba0db4%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638059491671985224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wvmuv9jdtoF9jhcBuRq%2FTagc%2BZOatYqw%2BDzk%2FbPY2U8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterboards.ca.gov%2Fdrought%2Frussian_river%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8f34b722d25a4e43a73f08dad7ba0db4%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638059491671985224%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DzOzVMhcIHogIa6DZ24OI7juHiBkpVVOkP1q2ldohu8%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fresno.gov%2Fpublicutilities%2Fwater-conservation-program%2Frebates%2F%23tab-4&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cdccbf7f519864318ee4d08dad6f3dbc7%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638058640460832317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oNbflMMc3yyJcdnCI1CeOD%2Bfzs%2BhsCi83v%2BtHeo3hjE%3D&reserved=0


Daily Hydrological & Climate Information summary:
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/reportapp/javareports?name=DLYHYDRO 
Statewide water conditions: http://cdec.water.ca.gov/water_cond.html 
Daily Reservoir Storage Summary: https://cdec.water.ca.gov/reservoir.html 
Water Year Forecast and Monthly Distribution: http://cdec.water.ca.gov/reportapp/javareports?
name=B120DIST 
Monthly water supplier reports on water production and conservation:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/conservation_repo
rting.html 
Latest groundwater conditions and information: https://sgma.water.ca.gov/CalGWLive/
Information on state drought actions and assistance: https://drought.ca.gov/
Conservation tips and resources for consumers: https://saveourwater.com/

Key Data Points and Resources
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